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THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED 
LITERATURE. 



To the readers of the Biblical World is made the first general 
announcement of a plan which will place upon a permanent and widely rep- 
resentative basis the work of the American Institute of Sacred Literature, 
which has held a tentative existence for more than a dozen years. This 
because, the aim being granted, — the promotion of a true and systematic 
study of the Bible throughout the world, — the best method of bringing about 
the result was yet a matter of experiment. The experimental period has 
now passed. The work of the Institute has become a part of the world's 
work. The following plan has been devised for the future conduct of this 
work, along the lines already well established and in new directions not yet 
developed. 

The strong points of the plan lie (a) in the organization of the leading 
active biblical teachers of the country for a common purpose (§§ 2, 3, 4) ; 
{b) the constant training of new teachers in the Guilds of the Council, which 
will result in added dignity and a consequent increase of interest in biblical 
teaching as a profession (§ 9) ; (c) the possibility of increase in the working 
power of the Institute through Councilors and Fellows, in all parts of the 
country ; (d) the body of patrons, who, although themselves unable to con- 
form to the conditions of membership, in the Council, will yet stand back of 
the work in a practical way. 

The Council has already been organized, and the transfer of the affairs of 
the Institute was authorized at the annual meeting of the Institute directors, 
in New York City, Nov. 29. A list of charter members and patrons of the 
Council will be published in the Biblical World for January. 

1. The name of the organization shall be The Council of Seventy, in full 
" The Council of Seventy of the American Institute of Sacred Literature." 

2. The purpose of the Council shall be (1) to associate more closely those who 
desire to promote the study of the Bible from the historical standpoint, and of other 
sacred literatures as related to it ; (2) to induce properly qualified persons to undertake 
this work either independently or in connection with another calling; (3) to extend 
through the American Institute of Sacred Literature a wider acquaintance with the 
right methods of Bible Study and their results; (4) to direct the affairs of said 
Institute. 

3. The Council shall consist of persons who believing that the critical need of 
the times is teachers of the Bible properly trained and imbued with the historical spirit, 
(a) having secured a thorough knowledge of a particular portion of the Bible or of 
other sacred literatures as related to it, and (b) having prepared themselves to teach 
the same, (1) shall by the acceptance of membership in the Council pledge themselves 
to accept such opportunities as may present themselves to communicate to others the 
results of their work in Bible Study, and (2) thus express themselves as willing to 
accept the appointments of the American Institute of Sacred Literature in so far as 
such appointments do not interfere with other obligations which they have assumed 

4. The number of members in the Council shall be limited to seventy and the 
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Council shall be divided into three Chambers according as their work pertains to the 
Old Testament, the New Testament, or sacred literatures in general. No Chamber 
shall contain more than twentv-three members exclusive of the President of the Council, 
who shall be reckoned as a member of each Chamber. 

5. The officers of the Council of Seventy shall be a President, who shall be 
Principal of the Institute, a Recorder, who shali keep the records and edit the reports 
of the Council, a Treasurer, who shall also be the treasurer of the Institute, and a 
Trustee, who shall have general charge of the funds of the Council and who shall 
be elected by the Council from among the Patrons, a Master and a Scribe for 
each Chamber. These ten shall constitute the Senate of the Council, to whom shall be 
committed the management of the affairs of the Council in the intervals of its meetings 
and the detailed management of the Institute, which shall include the arrangement of 
courses of instruction, the organization of aggressive work, the selection and appoint- 
ment of instructors. The President shall be elected by a separate ballot of each 
Chamber and a majority of the votes of each of the three Chambers shall be necessary 
to an election. The Recorder and Treasurer shall be elected by a majority of the votes 
of the three Chambers, and the Master and Scribe by a majority of the votes of the 
Chamber concerned. Friends of the work who may consent to render aid in fur- 
thering the purposes of the Council shall be denominated Patrons and their names 
published as such in the documents of the Council. 

6. One-fourth of the Council shall constitute a quorum, provided each Chamber 
is represented. One-third of each Chamber shall constitute a quorum. One-half of 
the Senate shall constitute a quorum. 

7. The charter councilors shall be Messrs. — * 

New Councilors shall be elected by the respective Chambers subject to confirma- 
tion bv the Senate. The rank of Councilors in each chamber shall be determined in 
each case by academic seniority. 

8. Each Councilor shall pay to the Treasurer for the general expenses of the Coun- 
cil and for the work of the Institute the sum of $10 a year, payable semi-annually. 

q. The Council shall hold an annual meeting in the month of December at such 
time and place as may be determined. At this meeting (i)the annual report of the 
President shall be presented ; (2) an election of officers shall take place ; (3) separate 
meetings of the Chambers shall be held for the discussion of special questions. 

10. Each Councilor shall be authorized to organize a Guild of those of his pupils 
(a) who have shown sufficient advancement in biblical work and interest in the 
purpose of the Council to warrant such appointment; (b) who will undertake to 
give earnest attention to the securing of a thorough knowledge of a particular portion 
of the Bible or other sacred literatures ; (c) who will make every effort to prepare them- 
selves to teach the same to others ; (d) who will hold themselves in readiness to 
accept the appointments of the Institute of Sacred Literature so far as such appoint- 
ments do not interfere with other obligations which they may have assumed. All 
appointments to a Guild shall be made annually and shall be confirmed at the annual 
meeting bv the Chamber of which the Councilor is a member. Members of the Guilds 
shall (1) be called Fellows of the Council; (2) report through their Councilors to 
the Chamber the work of each year ; and (3) pay to the Treasurer the sum of S5.00 a 
year. In filling vacancies in the Council preference shall be given to the fellows. 

11. The Council shall undertake the publication of such pamphlets and documents 
as may be needed for the work of the Institute. 

12. A record of the work of each Councilor and of each fellow shall be preserved. 
This record shall be printed annually and sent to each Councilor and Fellow. 

13. An annual report of the work of the Institute shall be prepared by the Presi- 
dent and shall be published for the benefit of the Councilors and Patrons. 

The work of the Institute in all departments continues without interrup- 
tion. In this new organization may be seen, however, a most important and 
significant indication of the great future for which the work of the past 
decade has prepared the way. 

1 Announcement in Biblical World for January. 



